


 
The history of the Australian wine industry had its beginnings with the arrival of the first fleet into Sydney 
Cove. 

The first vines arrived in Australia in 1788 with Captain Phillip on board one of the ships of the First Fleet. 
These vines were first planted out at Farm Cove - the site of the present Sydney Botanical Gardens. 
Unfortunately, the vines did not bear as expected, and were soon transplanted to a new location at Parramatta. 
In 1791, Governor Phillip reported that he had established a three-acre vineyard at Parramatta, and that a settler 
named Schaffer had also planted one acre of vines. 

In following years, many others attempted to establish wine grape growing and winemaking ventures in various 
regions of the colony. 

Notable amongst these were the pioneering efforts of Captain John Macarthur, to whom a grant of land some 
thirty miles from Sydney was made, and which he named Camden Park. This property played a major part in 
the development of all manner of primary industries in Australia, being particularly well known as the home 
of the development of the merino sheep breed. Camden Park played a vital roll in the fledgling wine industry 
through its importation and distribution of vine cuttings throughout NSW and the Barossa Valley. By 1853, 
Camden Park listed some 33 grape varieties for sale. 

Another important figure in the early wine industry was Gregory Blaxland. Blaxland established a vineyard at 
Ermington on the Parramatta River in 1806 and by 1822 shipped 136 litres of wine to London where it won 
the Silver Medal of the Society for Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce, now known as the 
Royal Society of Arts. Five years later, a larger shipment of 1800 litres of Blaxland's wine won the Gold Ceres 
Medal. http://www.hawkesbury.net.au/sydneywine/overview/history.html 
 

 

http://www.hawkesbury.net.au/sydneywine/overview/history.html




Aperitif is a type of drink enjoyed before dinner in order to “open the appetite.” (Aperitif comes from the Latin word aperire, 

which means “to open.”) 

Most aperitifs are a blend of fortified wines with strong herbal qualities. It’s a drink that invites you to slow down and enjoy 

the moment. And while most of us might not be used to taking the time to leisurely work up to our dinners, it’s one routine you 

won’t have trouble getting used to — especially since aperitifs are also known to be accompanied by tasty nibbles such as 

olives, nuts or canapes.  

The aperitif was first introduced with the creation of vermouth in the mid 1700s by Antonio Benedetto Carpano, but it was 

made popular in France a century later when Joseph Dubonnet, a French chemist, created a wine-based drink that would mask 

the unpleasant flavor of malaria-fighting quinine. So, despite the fact that this drink was once used mainly for its medicinal 

properties, it has managed to stick around — and is still enjoyed by many in France, Italy and increasingly getting more popular 

in Australia. 

Usually served straight up, chilled or on the rocks (at times with a slice of citrus, too), the aperitif is a simple start to the meal.  



 

Saké is a Japanese rice wine made by fermenting rice that has been polished to remove the bran.  Unlike wine, in which alcohol 

is produced by fermenting sugar that is naturally present in grapes, sake is produced by a brewing process more like beer, where 

the starch is converted into sugars before being converted to alcohol. 

The brewing process for sake differs from the process for beer in that, for beer, the conversion from starch to sugar and from 

sugar to alcohol occurs in two discrete steps. Like other rice wines, when sake is brewed, these conversions occur 

simultaneously. Furthermore, the alcohol content differs between sake, wine, and beer. Wine generally contains 9%–16% abv, 

while most beer contains 3%–9%, and undiluted sake contains 18%–20% although this is often lowered to about 15% by 

diluting with water prior to bottling. 

In the Japanese language, (the word "sake" or "liquor", also pronounced shu) can refer to any alcoholic drink, while the beverage 

called "sake" in English is usually termed nihonshu ("Japanese liquor"). Under Japanese liquor laws, sake is labelled with the 

word seishu "clear liquor", a synonym less commonly used in conversation. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoholic_drink








Black Bar & Grill now offer premium wine by the glass using Coravin system. This is a perfect system for our customers 

that have always wanted to try a special bottle without paying the full bottle price tag.  Coravin system allows us to pour 

wine without removing the cork, therefore leaving the wine untouched by oxygen and in return letting the wine last much 

longer than any other system available.  



Swift Sparking by Printhie Wines 

Swift from the elevated slopes of Orange NSW.  The cool climate and elevated vineyard sites are perfect for the 

production of tradition method sparkling wines.  Swift Sprrking was launched in 2010 and each year has produced 

four traditional method sparkling wines, a non-vintage cuvée, a vintage, Blanc de Blanc and Rose.  Family owned 

and run, brothers Edward and Dave Swift manage the operations and Drew Tuckwell is in charge of the world-

class winemaking. 

Printhie Wines has won Best Sparking for its Swift Cuvee NV at the 2016 Royal Melbourne Wine Awards 

(RMWA), Australia most prestigious wine show. 

 

 

Brokenwood  

Established in 1970, Brokenwood Wines has evolved from a weekend venture for self-professed hobby 

winemakers into one of Australia’s most reputable wine labels. The original 10 acre block in the foothills of the 

Brokenback ranges - originally planned as a cricket ground for the local community - was planted with Cabernet 

Sauvignon and later Shiraz.The first vintage was picked in 1973. It was a labour of love for the partners, and the 

friends and families they conscripted to help, with the grapes being carried to the winery in buckets in the back 

seat of Len Evans’ Bentley. While the size of the company has grown, the operation remains deliberately labour 

intensive, being the only way of assuring the individuality of the wines. Brokenwood 

 



Domaine Cambrien La Pleiade’ 

A chance meeting in the mid nineties was the start of a partnership between two influential winemaking families 

of modern times—The Laughtons and the Chapoutiers. A common belief in biodynamic farming and its expression 

of “true terroir” led to the forming of a common vision—to create wines that were from opposing sides of the 

world, old and new world, that were joined in the philosophy of their creation—as true expressions of their terroir. 

La Pleiade Heathcote Shiraz This dynamic partnership also yielded a Shiraz vineyard in Central Victoria’s 

Heathcote region, the home of Jasper Hill. Planted in the spring of 1998, this tiny vineyard was established on 

virgin red Cambrian soils and planted with both Australian Shiraz clones, selected by Ron, and French Syrah 

clones, imported by Michel. The label depicts ‘La Pleiade’ (The Pleiades, Seven Sisters), a small, wispy star cluster 

in the constellation of Taurus that can be viewed by the naked eye from both partners home vineyards in Tain 

l’Hermitage and Heathcote. 

Agly Brothers is nurtured biodynamically and made with simplicity from vines grown in the Southern French 

town of Latour de France, located in Corbières zone in the hills above the Roussillon plains. Literally translated 

as ‘The Tower of France’, this small village borders the ancient kingdoms of Catalonia and France. Mature 

vineyards lay abandoned in this area of steep, arid slopes due to the high cost of farming; thus it is the quest of 

the Laughton and Chapoutier families to rediscover and fully express these exceptional, low-yielding sites. The 

vineyards are located on the slopes in the upper reaches of the Agly valley. The plot planted with Carignan and 

Shiraz is on gneiss at an altitude of 250m, and faces north. The plot planted with Grenache is on south-facing 

slopes on an original soil made up of schists on a layer of limestone. 

Shiraz Carignan Grenache

Shiraz Carignan Grenache

Shiraz Carignan Grenache

Shiraz Carignan Grenache

Shiraz Carignan Grenache

Shiraz Carignan Grenache

Shiraz Carignan Grenache





“Why drink ‘grower Champagne’? For me, good wine is above all an expression of place, and the profundity of that 

expression often reflects the quality of the viticulture involved. Terroir-expressive Champagne may be guided by practices 

in the winery, but its character originates in the vineyards”. http://www.decanter.com/learn/grower-champagne-10-estates-

to-know-270315/#0KtGkbaRfdorYkd1.99. 

http://www.decanter.com/tag/grower-champagne-need-to-know/
http://www.decanter.com/wine/wine-regions/champagne/








Australia is blessed with regions and climates that can produce truly world-class wines from the noblest of vines, and 

Riesling is no exception. When it comes to Australian Riesling, the most common comment you’ll hear from winemakers 

is to ‘let the grapes do the talking’ – a very minimalist way of thinking. Riesling’s clarity, freshness and purity don’t need 

manipulation or enhancement in the winery. The delicacy of citrus, white flowers and crisp fresh tropical fruit need nothing 

more than time to ferment to a level of dryness chosen by the winemaker. Riesling is the wine that winemakers love to 

drink. And it’s one of Australia’s most underrated white wine wines, which makes it a collector’s dream as it provides an 

affordable taste of greatness. https://www.wineaustralia.com/riesling 

https://www.wineaustralia.com/whats-happening/stories-of-australian-wine/september-2016/the-minimalists-the-artisans-of-australian-wine
https://www.wineaustralia.com/riesling


Riesling is quite unlike any other. It is generally light in alcohol, refreshingly high in fruity natural acidity (quite different 

from the harshness of added acid), has the ability to transmit the character of a place through its extract and unique aroma 

and, unlike Chardonnay, is capable of ageing for decades in bottle. Like top quality Chenin Blanc, but unlike 

Chardonnay, it performs best if fermented cool and bottled early without any malolactic fermentation or wood influence. 

Riesling is a star and, as you may discern, one of my great wine heroes. https://www.jancisrobinson.com/learn/grape-

varieties/white/riesling. 

 

https://www.jancisrobinson.com/learn/grape-varieties/white/chardonnay
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/learn/grape-varieties/white/chenin-blanc
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/ocw/detail/malolactic-conversion
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/learn/grape-varieties/white/riesling
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/learn/grape-varieties/white/riesling




Some years ago, a distinguished Bordeaux winemaking academic and writer was quoted as saying Semillon was not one 

of the noble grape varieties. Perhaps he had never tasted a classic Hunter Valley Semillon by Tyrrell's or McWilliam's 

Mount Pleasant. For such wines are among the greatest and most distinctive in Australia – if not the world. 

http://huonhooke.com/articles/free/hunter-valley.htm 



https://www.menupad.com/manager/menu/?section=8500&item=112689
https://www.menupad.com/manager/menu/?section=8500&item=112689
https://www.menupad.com/manager/menu/?section=8500&item=112689
https://www.menupad.com/manager/menu/?section=8500&item=112689




Natural wines over arching philosophy are non-intervention. From vineyard to cellar the wine is made 

using quality fruit grown by organic and biodynamic practices and experimental and free-form methods of 

viticulture. They are cultivated in tune with the 'nature' evident in both the grapes and the territory in which 

they grow. https://www.organicwine.com.au/what-is-natural-wine 

 

Jura is a French wine region that lies between Burgundy and Switzerland. The wines produced here are 

unique, some would say “funky,” meant in the nicest possible way. This is a cool-climate region, with clay and 

limestone soils and plenty of Jurassic era fossil matter, hence the name. It’s split into four regional appellations: 

Arbois, Côtes du Jura, L’Etoile, and Château-Chalon. https://www.organicwine.com.au/what-is-natural-wine









https://www.menupad.com/manager/menu/?section=8500&item=112689


"Rarity has long been in this wine’s favour but the price has steadily begun to reflect it. The vines were planted, remarkably, 

in 1868. 

The wine in the glass is a treat. Not necessarily compelling, but beautifully pitched. My first impression was that the fruit was 

sweet; my second that it was sour. I kept swinging between the two. Gum leaf, undergrowth, tangy cranberry-like characters, 

sweet spices, woodsmoke, tobacco maybe and mint. It kind of ‘is what it is’ in an unhurried, light-ish, charming way, though 

the wine’s lines of tannin and acid are strung taut."  Campbell Mattinson, Wine Front 











Domaine de la Romanée-Conti, or DRC as it is commonly known, is easily Burgundy's best-known and most collectible 

wine producer. Based in the Burgundy village of Vosne-Romanée, the domaine makes wines from eight different grand 

cru vineyards that span the length of the Côte d'Or. The most famous comes from the eponymous Romanée-Conti vineyard, 

and on average is the most expensive wine in the world. https://www.wine-searcher.com/producer-22643-domaine-de-la-

romanee-conti 

 

https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-vosne-romanee
https://www.wine-searcher.com/wine-label-france.lml
https://www.wine-searcher.com/wine-label-france.lml
https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-romanee-conti
https://www.wine-searcher.com/producer-22643-domaine-de-la-romanee-conti
https://www.wine-searcher.com/producer-22643-domaine-de-la-romanee-conti






The Name Gaja needs no introduction to lovers of Italian wine. Founded in 1859 by Giovanni Gaja the estate is today run 

by the great-grandson, Angelo Gaja with his daughters Gaia and Rossana playing a major role in the business.  Angelo can 

take the credit for revolutionising the wine industry in Barbaresco and Barolo.  Responsible for the implementation of 

temperature controlled fermentations, maloctic fermentation, and the introduction of international varieties and the use of 

French Barriques.  The range of wines from the estate is stunning – from the top end Barbaresco’s and Barolo’s, through 

to his Tuscan estates, Pieve Santa Restituta and Ca’Marcanda. One of the greates names in the world of wine. 

 







Australia has many wines worthy of the ‘Iconic’ title, below are just a few. 

Shiraz (the same grape as Syrah in France’s Rhône Valley) was one of the first vine varieties to arrive in Australia in 

1832.  So, at home was it on its new turf, plantings prospered and it wasn’t long before the local population began to take 

it for granted.  However, by the 1980s people had begun to realise how versatile it could be, its character changed depending 

on the region in which it was grown. - Wineaustralia.com 

 

Hill of Grace is a single historic vineyard located in the Eden Valley of South Australia. The century-old Shiraz vines 

were planted around the 1860s by an ancestor, Nicolaus Stanitzki. This 100% pre-phylloxera Shiraz vineyard lies opposite 

an old Lutheran Church, built of local stone, which was euphoniously named Gnadenberg, meaning ‘Hill of Grace’. 

Penfolds Grange is sourced from Kalimna in the Barossa Valley, McLaren Vale, Adelaide (Magill) and Padthaway in 

South Australia. Penfolds Grange displays fully ripe, intensely flavoured and textured Shiraz grapes in combination with 

new American oak. The Grange style is the original and most powerful expression of Penfolds' multi-vineyard, multi-

district blending philosophy.  







Bin 170 is an extremely rare release, produced to commemorate Penfolds 170th anniversary. Released only for the second 

time in history, both the experimental Bin 170 made in 1973 and the second release 2010 were sourced from Block 3C in 

the Kalimna vineyard, a special site that periodically produces exceptionally aromatic and expressive fruit. The result is a 

generous and opulent Shiraz of superlative power, concentration and intensity. Displaying vibrant blackberry and plum 

with overtones of violets, cedar, liquorice and black olive, Bin 170 possesses astonishing depth of fruit and impeccable 

balance with the structure to age gracefully over many decades. Made in small quantities, only 5544 bottles have been 

released. 



The blend of cabernet sauvignon and shiraz has been called the most Australian of wine styles. Indeed, according to 

wine critics Matthew Jukes and Tyson Stelzer, shiraz cabernet is ‘The Great Australian Red.’  

The Penfolds Bin 60A Special Bin Red releases reflect a culture of research, experimentation and innovation at Penfolds. 

This goes beyond winemaking to consideration of vineyard site, vineyard management and fruit selection. 1962 Bin 60A 

is Penfolds' most successful show wine ever, having won 19 trophies and 33 gold medals in a relatively brief period. The 

1962 Bin 60A is considered by many to be the greatest Australian wine ever made. Only one other vintage has been made, 

the 2004. 



Natural wines over arching philosophy is non-intervention. From vineyard to cellar the wine is made using quality fruit 

grown by organic and biodynamic practices and experimental and free-form methods of viticulture. They are cultivated in 

tune with the 'nature' evident in both the grapes and the territory in which they grow. 

https://www.organicwine.com.au/what-is-natural-wine 

 

https://www.organicwine.com.au/what-is-natural-wine


Cabernet Sauvignon is the second most widely planted red wine grape in Australia, following Shiraz with which it is often 

blended. It can be found in several wine regions with many large producers using grapes from several states. Notable 

regional differences characterize Australian Cabernet Sauvignon: in addition to the wine styles of Coonawarra and Margaret 

River, the Barossa Valley produces big, full bodied wines while the nearby, cooler Clare Valley produces wines with more 

concentrated fruit, and wines of the Victorian wine region of the Yarra Valley are noted for their balance in acidity, tannins 

and fruit flavors. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barossa_Valley_(wine)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clare_Valley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_wine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yarra_Valley_(wine)


















Robert Parker: In 1472, 300 years before the Lur Saluces family acquired the famous Château d’Yquem, they owned 

Château de Fargues. While de Fargues has never been classified, the quality of the wine produced is brilliant. Still owned 

by the Lur Saluces family, it receives virtually the identical winemaking care that Yquem does. In some vintages, de Fargues 

has often been the second-best wine produced in the Sauternes region, and when it is tasted blind, many tasters, including 

most experts, usually judge it to be Yquem. In all fairness, the wine lacks the ageing potential of Yquem, but when young, 

the resemblance can be extraordinary. 

 

 

 

Decanter October 2011: Château Suduiraut is aiming to breathe new life into the Sauternes category with the launch of 

a new sweet wine aimed at younger drinkers. Les Lions de Suduiraut, which makes its debut this month, is described as a 

‘classic Sauternes’ produced from hand-picked grapes affected by noble rot, but is also said to be ‘fresher, fruitier and more 

vibrant’ than its traditional counterparts. 

 






















